Land Resumplions.

Fegiglative

Thursday, 29th Augusi, 1895

Council,

Donuybrook Land Resumptions—Assisted Schools:
appotitment of Joint Committee—lertilisers and
Feeding Stuffs BH : third reading—Raibway and
Theatre Refreshment Rooms Licensing Bill :
third veading—Aines Regulation Bl : com-
wittee— A djourument,

The PRESIDENT (Hon. 8ir G. Shenton)
took the chair at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

DONNYBROOK LAND RESUMPTIONS.

‘I'me Hown, J. C, FOULKES: I have to ask
the hon. the Minister for Mines, whether the
papers in connection with the Donmybrook
Land Resuwptions have been laid on the Table.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hou, Sic G. Shenton):
I may say I think it is highly irregular for the
hon. member tobe continually adopting cbhis
course without notice. The House, yesterday,
allowed the hon. member to ask the same
question without mnotice, and T do not think
he ought to further pursue this conrse.

Tre MINLST'ER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.

Wittencomj : I con only say thatl am most
willing to give n!l the information I ean, even
at & moment’s notice, nnd this has been shown
by the promptitude with which papers have
been lnid on the Table during the present
session,

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) :
I shall rule that if the hon. member wishes to
proceed, he must give notice.

Tue Hon, J. . FOULKES: This House,
three weeks ago. passed i resolution that
these papers should be laid on the Table, and,
that resolation not having been carried out,
the House has not heen treated fairly.

Tar PRESIDENT (Hon. Bir G. Shenton) :
I understood the explanation given by the
Minister was that the papers would be lnid on
the ‘I'able ns soon as possible.

Tue Hown. J. C. FOULKES : That is no
1pswer.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton) : , Mines had agreed with him that that was so.

The hon. member must, if he wishes 1o ask
a further question, give notice.

THe Hox. J. . FOULKES: 'Vhen 1 heg to
move the adjournment of the House. ‘The
reason | do so is that the House, some three
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| or four weeks ago, passed a resolution that
these papers shonld be laid on the Table, I
have asked why that resolution has not Leen
carried out, and Tam teold that the papers will
be laid on the ‘I'able us soon as possible, That
i3 uo answer to the resolution, and I think we
are entitled to know the reason.

Tae Hon. J. W, HACKETT: I formolly
second the resolution,

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon, E, H.
Wittenvom) : I can nsgure hon. members that
the reason these papers have not been laid on
the Table is ont of no disrespect to the House.
There is, I may say, a difficulty in regard to
these particular papers which the Government
are trying to overcome. As soon as possible
I will give & thorough explanation to the hon.
member and to the House. Al present I can
only give the sane reply that I did yesterday.

IT'ne How. J. C. FOULKES : I muat again
aay that the hon. the Minister has given no
explanation as to why the papers had not been
laid on the Table. We are told there are
difficulties, but we nre not told what they nre.
The excnse made hitherto—

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon, Sir G, Shenton) :
The hon. memher cannot go into fresh matter,

‘I'nE Hon. J. C. FOULKES : As there seems
to be some difficulty, I shsll let the matter
drop, nnd get someone to take the matter up
in another place.

Tae PRESIDENT (Hon Sir G. Sheuton}:
The hon. member is exceeding his right of
reply.

Tue Hon. J. C. FOULKES: [ ask leave to
withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdraw,

ASSISTED SCHOOLS.

APPOINTMENT OF JOINT COMMITTER—PERSONAL
EXPLANATIONS.

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
Before proceeding with the bhusiness I wish to
bring lefore hon. members a watter in
reference to the ballot which took place
yesterdny. 'The hon. Mr. Kidson, to-day,
communicated with the Clerk, and said@ he
thought o miatnke had been made in ragard to
the veting papers, and that the Minister for

With regard to the appointment of Select
Committees, the procedure is Inid down in
Standing Order 305 which says : “Select Com-
mittees ghall be framed in the manper

following :—** Each member present shall give
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the Clerk a list of the names of such two
members, exclusive of the mover of the motien,
as he may think fit and proper to be upon
guch Committee; and when all the lists are
collected, the Clerk, together with the mover
and one other member to be named by the
Presideut, shall ascertain and report to the
President the names of the two moembers
having the greatest numher of votes; which
two members, together with the mover of the
motion, shall compose such Committes. In
case of a tie between two or more members,
the President shull determine by lot which
shall be chosen.,” Yesterday a ballot was
talken and the Minister for Mines, who moved
that the Committee lLe appointed, wns of
course, one of the scrutineers. I appointed
the hon, Mr. McKernan as the other. Sub-
sequently the Jist was handed to e, and it
appeared on the face of it that there wasa tie

[COUNCIL.]

between the hon. Mr. Kidson and the hon.

Mr. Crowder. Under the Standing Order I
drew lota, with tke result that the hon. My,
Crowder was elected. No mistake has been
made,
question can be raised as to the ballot.

TueE How.J. W. HACEKETT' :
point?

1Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. 8ir. G. Shenton) :
The hon. Mr. Kidsor raised a point with the
Clerk that he had actually received a higher
number of voles than some of those who were
declared elected.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. I1.
Wittenoom) : Perhaps I can throw a little
light on this subject, and possibly I may have
bheen unconsciously vesponsible for what has
occurred. T understood that the two gentle-
men we balloted for had a higher number of
votes than some of thoae who were elected, and
[ mevtioned the matter. 1 now find that there
were two ties. The_hon. Mr. Congdon and the
hon. My. McKernon were ties with 11 votes
ench, and the hon. Mr. Crowder and the hon.
Mr. Kidson ties with 8 votes each. Tn con-
versation with the hon. Mr, Kidson, I was
under the impresaion that he was one of these
who had the 11 votes, but Inow find that he
was one of those who received only 8 volcs,
I do not think I aaid a mistake hnd occarred,
but I remarked that the systemn was not a good
oune, which allowed gentlemen with a lesser
number of votes to be elected, while those who
had the greater pumber, but happened to tie,

and T cannot wuandersiand how any .

What is the

should be excluded. As I havesnid, I find I

have made a mistake.

If any digrespect hns |
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bean shown to yon, Sir, in connegtion with the
matter, I beg to apologiae for iLin every way
I can. -

‘*He PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G, Shenton)
It wus mentioned to me that T had made n
mistake. T qun not answerable for the buallot
papers ; T only declarc the result on what is
handed to me.

Tur How, A, B, K1DSON : T hope you, Sir,
do not think there wns nny inlention of dis-
respect.  ‘I'he way the matter eropped up was
that the Clerk reminded e by talcphone that
tho Committee sat to-day, and | eaid I did not
think T was upon it. ‘Thenit wasthat I men-
tioned that perbhaps there had been some
mistnke, und in so doing I was gimply repent-
ing what the hon, the Minister for Mines had
told me.

Tue PRESIDEN'T (Hon. Sir G. Shenton): I
do not say Lhere was any disrespect, but [
think it is o pity any such remark should
have been mnde, hecause hon. members must
know that I huve simply to declarc what is
handed to me by the scrutineers.

FERTILISIRS AND FEEDING 8TUFFS
BILL.

THIRD READING.

‘Ihis Bill waa read a third time and pnased.

RAILWAY AND THEATRE REFRESHMENT
ROOMS LICENSING BILL.

THIRD 'l:iRAD]NG.
This Bill was read a third time and passed.

MINES RRGULATION BILL.
IN COMMITTHE,

Clausea 1 to 9 agrecd to.

Clause 10 “ Upon miner malking complaint
Inspector to make enguicy ="

THE Hor.F.M.STONE : Under this Claneoa
miner can be continunlly making complaints.
‘Whenever he does so, the Inepector is bound
to inspect the Mine, and in thiz way the mine
owner may be very much harassed. [ move
that progress be reported, so that we may con-
sider how we can amend the Clause.

Trg MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
TWittenpoom) : I do not think it is necessary to
report progress. ' If the hop. member will Jook
at Clause B,sub-section 2, he will see that an
Inspecter may at all times examine o mine, but
he must not impede or obstruct the working.
This would prevent harassing the mine owner.
IF this clanse were out of the Bill, the miner
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could still make cowplaints, but he would not
necessarily obtain an inspection. I do not
think there is any difficulty about the matter,
but if the hon. member thinks there is, and
will move an amendment of a reasonable char-
acter, Ishall be glad to accept it.

Tue How. ¥. M. STONE : I will withdraw
my motion to report progress,and move that
the Clause be struck out. We can then recommit
the Bill and insert the Clause in an nmended
form. By this Clause it is compulsory, nssoon
as a miner makes a report, for anIespector to
at once inspect the wine. Evem if the
Inspector thinks there is nothing in it, he is
still bound to inspeet. Avny miner might have
a row with his employer, and wmight be con-
tinually reporting.

Tue CHAIRMAN (Hon. Sir G. Shenton):
‘I'he consideration of the Clause might be post-
poned and theo considered wt the end of the
Bill. Tn the meantime notice wight Le given
of uny suggoested nmendment.

The Hon. 8. J. HAYNES : We might geb
over the diliculty by providing that three
miners should wake bhe complaint insteud of
one,

Tur HoN. . M. STONE : If the inspection
is to be made it should be at the instance of
enc winer and not three, because, towards the
end of the Cluuse, the name of the person
miaking the complaint is nol to ne divulged.
I do not think wa should wnke it compulsory
for an [nspector to iuspect under any cirgum-
stances.

Tue How. A. B. KIDSON : 1 think the point
raised by the hon. Mr, Stoneis un important
one. [ would suggest that the Clause read
thut the Inspector, on receivinyg a complaint,
may, if he think fit, go nod inspect.

Tug MINISTER FOR MINES (Hun. E. H.
Wittenoom) : I do wnot think that suggestion
would meet the case. We must remember
that the owners are the powerful men, nnd it
is the duty of the Goverument, and of this
House, to see that the weaker parties—the
miners-~are protected. ‘I'he object of this
clnnse is to give the miner a chance of having
a mine inspected. I'be micers have to take
tho risk of working in the mine, and it is only
right that they shonld bave some remedy
agninst unscrupulous owners. Although we
shall get the best Inspectors we can, it is
possible that in some instances it might
suit the Inspector Lo side with the mine owner
rather thanwith the miner. If we take this
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Clause out, thero would be nothing to compel
un inspection of the mine.

TuEe Hon, D. X. Congpor: A miner under
this wight complain seven times a weck.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES [How. E. H.
Wittenoom) : But the hon. member dves not
expect that an Inspector would inspect seven
times a week.

Tue Hon. F. M. Stone:
under this Clause.

Motion that progress be reported, by leave,
withdrawn.

TuE Hon. F. M. StonNE:
Clanse be struck ont.

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES(How. E.H.
Wittenoom) : I would suggest that we amend
the clause by adding n sub-section providing
that any miher who makes an unfounded or
frivolous complaint shall be guilty of an
offence against the Ac¢t. This means that.
under Clause 4, he would be liable to a penalty
not exceeding £10.

THe How. H. J. SAUNDERS: Y ghall sup-
port the Hon. Mr. Stone, because I think the
clanso will put compnnies to considerable ex-
pense and annoyance at the ivstance of
men who may have been dismissed.

Tue Hon. J. W. HACKETT: Taminclined
w follow thecourse that yon, Sir, first euggested,
and postpone the consideration of the Clanse.
Inthemeantime, thehon, Mr, Stone, orthe hon.
M. Kidson,willbe abletoputdown the amend-
ment they wish on paper, and we shall not
then be fighting o matter with av malerials to
wotk upon. We have’'to look at the inlerests
of both mine owners and miners, and we wmust
remember that the miner has not the snme in-
fluences on his behulf as the owner hus. If the
Clause is struck out, the miner ¢could cowplain
and the Inspector would notbe bound to doany-
thing, und it would be practically the snme

He would have to

I move that the

- thing if thehon. Mr. Kidson’s amendment were

agreed to, because 1t wourd be discretionary
with the Inspector as to whether he inspected
or dot. 'Then I do nut think the amendment
suggested by the hon. the Minister wounld do,
because it would dirvectly coniradict the first
part of the Clause. The first part forbids the
name of the informant being divulged, and
the suggested amendment means that nob
only would the name be given up, bat that the
informant might be prosecuted as well. AN
this shows the necessity of having full notice
of the amendments, and I suggest; therefore,

that the consideration of the Clanse be post-
poned.
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Tne Hon, F. M. ETONE : T ehall adopt the
hon. member’s suggestion,and move that the
Clnnse be postponed.

Question, that the c¢lause be postponed, put
and passed.

Clause postponed.

Clauze 11 “ Inspection by representatives of
miners” :

Tse Hon. F. M. STONE: 1 think it advis-
able to postpone this Clause also, hecause we
may find that we can make one Clause ont of
Clauses 10 and 11,

Tre MINISTER FOR MINES (Hou. E. H.
‘Wittenoom): I hope hon. members will give
notice of their amendments. This Bill has been
carefully prepared on lines similar to the Acts
in force elsewhere. Notwithstanding this, we
find that hon. members come here and think
they con write out an amendment at five
minutes’ notice. This Bill has been before the
House for two or three weeks, and no one has
taken the trouble to give notice of any amend-
ment. Now hon. mewbers propose amend-
ments, and o fair opportunity of considering
them is not given,

‘THE Hon. H. J. SAUNDERS : Ido not think
we should rush this Bill. These are very im-
poriant clauses, and [ have been trying to
obtain information before giving notice of
amecndments. ‘the Hon. Mr, Stone is only
agking to have the Clause postponed.

Clause poatponed.

Clause 12 “ Managers to be uppointed ™

Tue Hon. F. M. STONE : I propose that the
words * Assistant Manmager ™ be inserted after
the word “ Manager.” 1 do this because there
are wany inanagers of these mines who are in
England, and I think it is necessary that thero
should be a munager ut the works. ‘There
might be some confugion as to which manager
wag meant, if we did not insert some such words
a8 these.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E. H.
Wittenoom) : That ie provided Ffor by the
Interpretation Clanse, which says that « man-
ager” shuall include ** deputy-mauager.”

Tue Hon F. M. STONE : I do not think that
would meet the cage, because ‘he Deputy-
manager is the person referred to ino
Clause 14. )

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hoo. K. H,
Wittenoom) : I move that progress he re-
ported, so that hon. members may have sn op-
portunity of tabling their ameadments. We
cun then know exactly what we have to deal
with.

[ASSEMBLY.]

A Correclion,

Question, that progress be reported, put and
pussed.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tur MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. E.H.
Wittenoom) woved that the House, at its
vising, adjourn until \\ ednesday, 11th Sep-
tember, 1893, at 4.30 o’clock, p.w,

Question put and passed.

The Honse, ab 5.20 o’clock p.n, sdjourned
until Wednesdwy, 11th Scptember, 1895, at
4.30 o'clock p.m.

#egislative Jssemblp,
Thursduy, 2Mh Augunst, 1893,

A Corvectivie—Isteblishment of an  Erpevimental
Farvin—dA ppoinbiwent of Resident Magistrate and
Medical Officer at Espeiance Bay— Feclesiastical
Grant dbolition Bill : fivst veading—Married
Womew's Property Ul consideration of Coin-
wittee’s Report—Crown Suits Bill : in conem ittve
—Sale of Gowds Bill : second readiig— Estinates,
18956 :  further considered
Adjourinuent,

i commities—

Tue SPEAKER took the Chair
o’clock, p.w.

at 4.30

PravESS.

A CORRECTION.

Me. R. P. SHOLL: [ should like to correct
un erroriu a statement I wade last night in
dealing with the * Miscellanecus * vote on the
Estimates, under the head of * Incidentals. ™
Quoting from a retarn which bad been laid on
the table showing the various items in detsil,
[ stated that the cost of the trip to Donny-
brook had been £406, whereas, s o matter bf
fact, it only cost £40 68, The retarn had been
80 carelesaly copied and the figures so jumbled
together that I mistook one amoupt for the
otber. I now wish to correct the statement I
made lust night, so that it muy not go abroad



